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ABSTRACT 

In this paper 11 (eleven) species of Cyperaceae and Gramineae are recorded as additions to 
the Flora of Laccadives, Minicoy and Aminidives groups of Islands. These species have not yet 
been recorded so far by earlier workers. 


Two botanical exploration tours were undertaken to 
Laccadives, Minicoy and Aminidives groups of Islands 
during February-March, 1959 and November-December, 
1960. Pram (1890 and 1892-94) in his work listed 9 
species of Cyperaceae and 20 species of Gramineae, 
while Willis and Gardiner (1901) listed 4 and 9 more 
additional species of Cyperaceae and Gramineae respec¬ 
tively from Maldives Islands. The author of this note 
has identified the undermentioned species as new records 
from these islands, which have not been reported pre¬ 
viously in the published work. 

The grasses are common in the tropics and sub-tropics 
of the Old and New Worlds. A short description of the 
new records and features of interest along with exact 
locality is given below. 


CYPERACEAE 

Cyperus cyperoides (Linn.) O. Ktze. Rev. Gen. 3: 333, 
1898; Kuekenth. 514. Mariscus paniceus Vahl 
Enum. 2 : 337, 1806. 

Perennial. Stolons long, slender, clothed by lanceolate 
scales ; stems trigonous, nodose at base. Leaves as long 
as the stem, flaccid. Spikelets small, 1-fld.; nuts oblong, 
trigonous, black, \ length of the glume, Kiltan, near 
water under the shade, Wadhwa 49180A. 

Distribution : India: Lower Bengal to S. India. 
World: Ceylon and Mauritius. 

Cyperus conglomeratus Rottb. Descr. et Icon. 21, t. 15, 
fig. 7, 1773 ; FBI 6 : 602. 

Perennial. Rootstock woody, rootlets woolly. Stems 
somewhat stout, glabrous. Leaves often \ the length of 
stem. Spikelets linear, rather large 8-16 fld.; glumes 
minutely mucronate; nuts obovoid, unequally trigonous. 
Kalpeti, on sandy soil, Wadhwa 48976. 

Distribution : India: Ahmedabad. World: Sind (West 
Pakistan), West-wards to N. Africa. 

Cyperus eleusinoides Kunth. Enum. 2 : 39, 1837; FBI 
6 : 606. 

Perennial. Stems with short lateral shoots but without 
true stolons. Leaves with stout midrib. Spikelets densely 


spicate, linear, 20-40 fld.; glumes not very remote often 
mucronulate; nuts narrowly ellipsoid, \ as long as the 
glume. Agathi, Ameni, on sandy soil near water, 
Wadhwa 48923, 49042 & 49116. 

Distribution : India: Punjab to S. India, Naga Hills. 
World: Asia, Africa, Australia. 

Cyperus kyllinga Endl. Cat. Hort. Vindob. 1: 94, 
1842; Kuekenth. 606, f. 64 C-D. Kyllinga mono- 
cephala Rottb. Descr. & Icon. 13, t. 4, 1773 ; FBI 
6: 588. 

Perennial. Rhizomes creeping, elongate ; stems usually 
solitary, erect. Leaves linear, acute, with strong mid¬ 
nerve. Spike 1-3 ovoid ; fig. glume submucronate with a 
lunate crested glandular wing in the upper half of keel; 
nuts obovoid or oblong, yellow-brown. Kalpeni, on 
moist sandy soil, Wadhwa 64810. 

Distribution : India: Throughout, from Kumaon to 
Assam. World: Hot and Warm temperate regions of 
ths Old and New Worlds except the Mediterranean. 

Fimbristylis ferruginea Vahl Enum. 2 : 291, 1806; 
FBI 6 : 638. 

Perennial. Rhizome absent. Root-fibres stout and 
slender. Stems subtrigonous. Leaves absent or few, very 
short. Spikelets ellipsoid, pubescent; glumes often 
puberulus below tip; nuts obovoid, smooth, pale, finally 
brownish. Minicoy, on moist sandy soil, Wadhwa 69871. 

Distribution : India: Throughout, alt. 0-915 m., near 
the sea. World: All warmer regions. 


GRAMINEAE 

Cyrtococcum trigonum (Retz.) A. Camus in Bull. Mus. 
Hist. Nat. Paris. 27: 118, 1921. Panicum trigonum 
Retz. Obs. Bot. 3: 9, 1783. 

Perennial. Culms decumbent; branches erect. Leaves 
2.5-5 cm. long, linear-lanceolate, glabrous or laxly hairy. 
Ligules rounded. Spikelets 1.5 mm. long, very shortly 
pedicelled, hispidulous. Ameni, on damp sandy soil 
forming mats, Wadhwa 49044. 

Distribution : India: Lower Bengal and Deccan 
Peninsula. World: Ceylon and Java. 
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Digitaria adscendens (HBK) Henr. in Blumea 1: 92, 
1934. Panicum adscendens HBK Nov. Gen. et Sp. 
PI. 1: 97, 1816. Digit aria marginata Link. Enum. 
Hort. Berol. 1: 102, 1921. Paspaium sanguinaie 
(L.) Lamk. var. ciliare Hk. f. FBI 7: 15, 1896. 
Annual. Steins tufted, usually ascending from a geni¬ 
culate or prostrate base. Leaves 5-15 cm., linear or 
linear-lanceolate from a slightly contracted or rounded 
base, glabrous or sparingly hairy towards mouth. Ligules 
truncate, membranous. Spikes few. Spikelets appressed, 
2-4 mm. long, variously hairy. Minicoy, on sandy soil, 
Wadhwa 69828 & 69874. 

Distribution: India: Throughout, ascending Hima¬ 
laya upto 1830 m. World: All warm countries. 

Digitaria longiflora (Retz.) Pers. Syn. Plan. 1: 85, 
1805. Paspaium longiflorum Retz. Obs. Bot. 4: 14, 
1786. 

Annual or perennial. Stems many, tufted, slender, 
often branched. Leaves 1.3-10 cm. long, linear-lanceo¬ 
late, acute, glabrous. Ligules short, membranous. 
Spikelets 1.2-1.6 mm. long appressed to the rachis, 
glabrous or subsilky with wrinkled hairs. Kadmat on 
moist sandy soil, Wadhwa 49086. 

Distribution : India: Throughout, from Kashmir east¬ 
wards and towards S. India. World: Tropical and sub¬ 
tropical regions of the Old World. 

Eragrostis ciliaris (Linn.) R. Br. in Tuckey, Nurr. Exp. 
Congo. App. 478, 1818. Poa ciliaris Linn. Sec. Retz. 
Obs. Bot. 4 : 20, 1786. 

Annual. Stems procumbent below and geniculately 
ascending, slender, glabrous, smooth. Leaves very 
narrow, tapering to a fine point. Ligules a fringe of 
short hair. Spikelets much compressed ; fig. glume sub¬ 
hyaline, scaberulous ; rachilla of spikelets persistent. 
Agathi, on sandy soil near shore, Wadhwa 49006. 

Distribution : India: Plains of North and South India. 
World: Temperate Regions. 

Eragrostis tenella (Linn.) P. Beauv. var. breviculmis 
Stapf FBI 7: 316, 1897. 

Annual. Stems usually ascending from a prostrate 
base. Panicle oblong to ovate-oblong, rather dense but 
not compact, empty glumes subequal. Ameni, on sandy 
loose soil, Wadhwa 49022. 

Distribution: India: Punjab to Bihar and Central 
India. 

Paspaium vaginatum Swartz Prodr. Veg. Ind. Occ. 21, 
1788. P. distichum Burm. var. vaginatum (Sw.) 


Griseb FI. Brit. W. Ind. 541, 1841. Sanguinaria 
vaginata (Sw.) Bubani FI. Pyren. 4: 258, 1901. 

Perennial. Stems sheathed throughout, ascending 
from a creeping, rooting, often very long branched base. 
Leaves distichous, 5-10 cm., linear-lanceolate, glabrous. 
Ligules very short, truncate. Spike 2-nate, shortly pedun¬ 
culate and articulate on the top of the stem. Spikelets 
subsessile, elliptic-oblong, imbricate and appressed to 
the rachis, glabrous. Minicoy, Kavarathy, on sandy soil 
near shore, not common, Wadhwa 69854, 45473 and 
68714. 

Distribution: India: N. W. India, Sunderbans, Mala¬ 
bar, Carnatic and Andaman Islands. World: Warm 
countries. 

This species with its system of widely creeping 
rhizomes and stolons is of utmost importance on the 
low sandy coast of India, where it acts as a most efficient 
sand binder. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The author wishes to express his thanks to Shri R. S. 
Rao, Regional Botanist, Western Circle, Botanical 
Survey of India, Poona, for his kind interest during 
course of investigation and providing necessary facilities 
in exploring these islands. 

LITERATURE CITED 


Blatter, E. and C. McCann — The Bombay Grasses, Imp. Conn. 

Agri. Res. Mon. No. 5. Delhi, 1935. 

Bor, N. L.— The Grasses of Burma, Ceylon, India and Pakistan . 
London, 1960. 

Cooke, Th. — The Flora of the Presidency of Bombay . Repr. 
edit. Calcutta, 1958. 

Hooker, J. D. et al — Flora of British India. London, 6-7, 
1893-97. 

Prain, D.—A List of Laccadives Plants. Sc. Mem . Med. Off . 
Army India. 5: 47-70, 1890. 

-Botany of the Laccadives being Natural History Notes 

from H.M.I.M. Survey Steamer Investigator. Jour. Bomb . 
Nat. Hist. Soc . 7: 268-295, 1892; 460-486, 1893 ; 8: 57-86, 
1893; 488, 1894. 

Raizada, M. B.—Name changes in common Indian grasses. 
Ind. For . 85: 473-509, 1959. 

- et al —Grasses of the Upper Gangetic Plain. Panicoideae. 

Part I. (Maydeae and Andropogoneae). Ind. For . Rec. New 
Series. 4: 171-277, 1961. 

Santapau, H.—The Flora of Khandala on the Western Ghats 
of India. Rec. Bot. Surv. India. 16(1): 1-335, 1960. 
Wadhwa, B. M.—Studies on the Vegetation of Laccadives and 
Aminidives Islands. Abstr. Proc . Ind. Sci. Cong . Pt. 3: 417, 
1960. 

Willis, J. C. & J. S. Gardiner— The Botany of the Maldives 
Islands. Ann. Roy. Bot . Gard . Peradeniya 1(2): 45-164, 
1901. 




